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For immediate release: 

 

Parks Conservancy awarded $100K  
West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund Grant 

 
West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund directs grant to  

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s new Frick Environmental Center 

 

PITTSBURGH, PA – The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy has been awarded a $100,000 grant by West Penn 
Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) for the new Frick Environmental Center. Designed to be LEED 
Platinum and Living Building Challenge certified, this new leading-edge building will act as a “living 
laboratory” for environmental education and is on track to be the greenest building in the world that will 
be free and fully open to the public. Grant monies will be used towards the cost of the solar photovoltaic 
(PV) system, educational signage, certification and related expenses, geothermal heating and cooling, and 
building envelope construction.   

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy is in the final phase of fundraising and detailing of the Frick 
Environmental Center building and site, set to open with a public celebration on Saturday, September 10th. 
The Frick Environmental Center will serve as a welcome center to Frick Park, and the regional center for 
environmental education for thousands of children and adults annually. The building and site has been 
designed to educate the public on sustainable energy, and to demonstrate Living Building technologies to 
the businesses and citizens of western Pennsylvania.  

“We are excited about supporting a smart energy project that will be used to both educate students and 
serve as a free recreational place for the public.  The Fund’s goal is to increase awareness about the 
benefits of sustainable energy practices and this project incorporates numerous best management practices 
for various forms of smart energy” said Joel Morrison, WPPSEF Director. 

The Frick Environmental Center project has reached 90% of its funding goal through contributions by 
private and public sources, and is actively accepting donations and seeking grant opportunities from those 
who realize the environmental and educational potential of the project.  



 

“We are grateful for the support of West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund,” said Angela Williams, 
Grants Administrator for the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy.  “Although fees associated with LEED and Living 
Building Challenge certifications vary with building size and style, we anticipate that total cost of 
certification and related expenses of the Frick Environmental Center will exceed $30,000.  This grant and 
the use designation are especially important as we grow close to the end of construction on this project.”  

The new 15,500 square foot Frick Environmental Center building is being constructed to collect as much 
energy as it uses through innovative design including solar PV panel-covered parking areas, roof 
rainwater collection, material selection, and on-site geothermal wells.  
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Barbara Robuck, West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund, 814-865-7380, wppsef@ems.psu.edu 

 
 
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization and was founded in December 
1996 by a group of citizens concerned with the deteriorating conditions of Pittsburgh's historic city parks. A 
nonprofit organization, the Parks Conservancy works closely with the City of Pittsburgh under an official 
public-private partnership agreement to restore and improve the city’s park system to its full potential. 
Originally including Highland, Schenley, Frick, and Riverview Parks, the scope of the Park Conservancy’s 
work now includes a focus on community parks including Allegheny Commons, Arsenal Park, August Wilson 
Park, McKinley Park, and Mellon Park. To date, the Parks Conservancy has raised $92 million toward park 
improvements.  
  

The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
invests in the deployment of sustainable energy technologies that benefit West Penn Power ratepayers in 
Pennsylvania. WPPSEF investments are focused in three broad categories: 

• Deployment of sustainable and clean energy technologies; 
• Deployment of energy efficiency and conservation technologies; and 
• Facilitating economic development, environmental betterment, and public education as 

they relate to sustainable energy deployment in the WPP service region. 
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