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West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund Awards Grants  
to Two Kane Organizations 

 
KANE, PA- The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) has awarded grants to two 
organizations in Kane, PA, amounting in up to $20,000 to the Kane Area Industrial Development Fund 
(KAIDC) and up to $16,000 to the Kane Area Community Center.  
 
The Kane Area Development Center (KADC), which supports the Kane Chamber of Commerce, Kane 
Area Revitalization Enterprise (KARE) and KAIDC, is working collaboratively with WPPSEF and The 
Rural Lab to showcase the Kane Passive House project, located at 63 Fraley Street. Purchased by 63 
Fraley Street, LLC and WPPSEF in 2019, this 123-year-old building is being transformed into an ultra-
energy efficiency structure which helps continue the revitalization happening in Kane and enriches the 
community.  
 
The Kane Passive House project is receiving international attention due to the technical challenges of 
renovating a masonry building whose original construction dates back to 1898 followed by the addition of 
the third floor in the 1920’s.  “We believe that the Kane Passive House project represents the first 
commercial masonry building renovation in the U.S.” said WPPSEF Director Joel Morrison.   
 
The building will serve as an advanced energy showcase and demonstrate how high-performance 
buildings can be used to drive economic development and to train local contractors to Passive House 
technologies.  The Kane Passive House project builds upon WPPSEF’s recent investments in the Kane 
Community Center at 46 North Fraley Street and the PA Wilds Media Center which will be located on the 
second floor of 59 North Fraley street above the Laughing Owl Press. 
 
“The Kane Passive House project is a huge opportunity for Kane,” said KADC Executive Director Kate 
Kennedy. “It is exciting to have this very unique space available right here on our main street and to have 
potentially new businesses or other ventures move into a building that sat vacant for the last 5 years.” 
 
Kennedy will assist in determining competitive rental rates and in helping to identify and recruit potential 
tenants that are aligned with WPPSEF’s mission. Additionally, she will be part of developing an outreach 
campaign for the project, which will include print and digital media as well as organizing tours and 
events.  
 
To learn more about the Kane Passive House project, visit the Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/kanepassivehouse.  
 
Grant funds for the Community Center will be used to make upgrades on their lighting and hot water 
heating systems. The grant money will go toward purchasing energy efficient LED lighting with a 
lighting control system as well as an energy efficient heat pump hot water heater. This grant will allow 
the Community Center to lower their electric use and use the money saved to reinvest back into 
supporting the community. 
 



 

 

Contact:  
Kate Kennedy, Kane Area Development Center, director@kanepa.com or 814-837-6565 
Barbara Robuck, West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund, 814-865-7380 or bjr10@psu.edu 
 
About the Kane Area Development Center 
The Kane Area Development Center (KADC) supports and connects the Kane Area Revitalization Enterprise, Kane 
Area Industry Development Corporation and Kane Chamber of Commerce. Home to over 3,700 people, Kane is an 
eastern gateway community to the Allegheny National Forest, which attracts nearly 1 million visitors each year, and 
is located roughly 15 miles from the Kinzua Bridge State Park and Skywalk, which attracts close to 250,000 visitors 
per year. Kane is known for timber, oil, natural gas and artisans. Most recently, Kane has been recognized for craft 
beverages and dining. For more information, visit www.kanepa.com.  
 
About the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund: 
The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that invests in the 
deployment of sustainable energy technologies that benefit West Penn Power ratepayers in Pennsylvania. WPPSEF 
investments are focused in three broad categories: 

ü Deployment of sustainable and clean energy technologies;  
ü Deployment of energy efficiency and conservation technologies; and  
ü Facilitating economic development, environmental betterment, and public education as they relate to 

sustainable energy deployment in the WPP service region. 
Visit http://www.wppsef.org for further information. YouTube – Listen to what our project partners have to say 
about us.  
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